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On March 26-27, 2007, the Iraq Foundation (IF) held a meeting for members of the Human Rights Defenders Network (HRDN) that was formed in December 2006 as an outcome of a training organized by the Foundation in Amman, Jordan. Eleven members representing human rights non governmental organizations (NGOs) from Kut, Baghdad, Sulimaniya, Sammawa, Kikuk, Basra, Anbar, Najaf, Mosul, and Salih el Din attended the meeting. The Iraqi Ministry of Human Rights also delegated a representative to attend the meeting. (Names of participants and NGOs are included in the report)
IF organized this meeting as follow-up to the Amman Training in which the NGOs were invited to receive training on Monitoring, Documentation, Advocacy, and Networking skills and launch a human rights defenders network. The participants discussed the network’s members’ progress since January 2007 and future strategies, activities, and challenges.  IF and the HRDN members also discussed ways to make the network more effective and efficient and better connected to one other. 

The two sides discussed reports that were provided by the network members to IF and the first issue of the defender’s newsletter that was produced by the NGOs and disseminated in March to IF’s listserve in Iraq. IF and the network members brainstormed ways in which the newsletter could be improved in the future. This included revising the format of the reports that the NGOs are required to send to IF each month. IF and the NGOs agreed that latter will send reports on the 20th of each month to the Foundation and the Foundation will review and edit the reports, compile and disseminate them in the form of an electronic newsletter on the 26th  of each month. 
Other issues that were revisited during the meeting included the contracts signed by the two sides before the Amman training was held, the duties of the network’s members and that of IF as stipulated in the agreements, the Network’s Mission Statement and the Code of Conduct, as well as some issues covered in Amman, including mechanisms that could be used to defend human rights and ensure the safety of plaintiffs or victims of human rights abuses. 

The meeting concluded with a presentation by Dana Hassan Muhammad on ways in which the network members could strengthen their networking efforts among each other and with other organizations with similar mandates both outside and inside Iraq. (Dana Hassan Muhammad’s CV included in report)
IF’s Director of Programs, Ali Assaf, stressed that in addition to the monitoring and documentation activities that the network members should be reporting on, on a monthly basis , the NGOs should also shed light on the situation of human rights in general in their respective areas and provide recommendations on how the situation could be improved. Assaf called on the NGOs to include such information in their monthly reports to serve as part of the network’s advocacy efforts. 
The Sulimaniya Meeting’s recommendations included: 
1. NGOs working within close geographical proximity of one another will meet once a month to better coordinate and evaluate progress, needs, and challenges. Organizations based in Baghdad or close to the Capital will meet at IF’s Baghdad office while those working in the Southern governorates will meet at IF’s Basra branch office. The groups will send the minutes of these meetings to IF to circulate among the Network members. 
2. In addition to the monthly newsletter, the HRDN will produce a joint report by July 12, 2007 on the Plight of Street Children in Iraq.  The report will document the NGO’s observations and findings.

Participants agreed that the meeting was extremely useful and important, and expressed satisfaction with the outcomes. 
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