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1.WELCOME SPEECHES
Professor Carole O’Leary of the American University Center for Global Peace, Washington, USA, Jennifer Windsor, Executive Director of Freedom House, Washington and Hussain Sinjari, President, Iraq Institute for Democracy, Arbil, Iraqi Kurdistan welcomed seminar participants.

PROFESSOR CAROLE O’LEARY described the American University’s programmes in relation to the Middle East and Kurdistan, including a working group initiative on Iraq which focuses on examining the forms of federalism which are a viable and sustainable organising structure. In 1999 the Mustafa Barzani Scholarship in the Kurdish Studies Programme was established. In conjunction with the university’s research teaching, curriculum development and programmes on Kurdish issues, two Barzani Graduate Peace Scholarships for study at the Masters Level were established. Representatives from universities in Iraqi Kurdistan came to the US for two weeks in October 2000 for conflict resolution training and a study tour on federalism and local governance.

JENNIFER WINDSOR described the work of Freedom House, founded in 1941, to promote freedom and democracy around the world. This is done through publishing annual surveys of the state of freedom in various countries, as well as through programmes that work on reform of different societies to promote change, highlight abuses and make sure that democracy is a priority for US foreign policy.

HUSSAIN SINJARI, emphasised that Iraq will come out of its ashes and seclusion and will open its doors to the integrated world, modernize the political and economical system and institutions and our country, Iraq, will be held up as a model of reform.

When the dictatorship is removed, the question is whether to come down on one foot or on both, safely and surely. That will explain the future and here we must be united to safeguard the security and democratic future for the people.

Meanwhile Iraq’s most taboo subject is democracy, yet, in the North part of the country, Kurdistan, has started the civic road to liberty. This transformation should be strengthened by national reconciliation and a lively parliament and critical liberal media so that a fledgling democracy in Kurdistan becomes a real inspiration for other parts of our country. Yet, Kurds must be assured of a secured and prosperous future in a federal Iraq.

Our Iraqi people are crying for change. Yet change must bring alleviation of human suffering rather than similar or further deterioration and despair. 

Replacing dictators with another will not bring stability. People want their future rulers to be democratic and responsible not subservient and subdued.

* Hussain Sinjari is President of the Iraq Institute for Democracy in Arbil, Iraqi Kurdistan which is supporting Al Ahali, Iraq’s only liberal newspaper published in Arabic in Arbil. He is also active in Friends for Democracy in Iraq, a grassroots organization to help the development of a movement for democratic change in Iraq. 

2. OPENING SPEECH:

DR LAITH KUBBA:

National Endowment for Democracy, Washington

Dr Kubba emphasised that the question is no longer whether Saddam is going to stay in power or how bad Saddam is, or how much of a threat he is. It is no longer even a question of whether he is going to go. Saddam’s days are over and these questions are no longer relevant.

“I am reaching out to Iraqis to reset their clocks and change their mindset and start thinking of a new set of challenges that are presented”, Dr Kubba said.

The word participation can sum up the meaning of democracy in Iraq. There are obstacles because during the past thirty years Iraqis have been conditioned not to participate.

They have been conditioned to fear and not to venture outside their own heads and think about what they can do and what they should do. This conditioning needs to be broken down and the only way to break it down is to set out models and examples. 

The important challenge is whether the Iraqis are going to leave the past behind having learnt the lessons of the past.  Or are their minds going to be locked into the past so that they miss the future? 
LAURA ABRAHAMS

National Endowment for Democracy

Laura Abrahams said that the aim of the conference was to enrich the debate on Iraq through discussion, not only about the principles of democracy but also on the challenges ahead including the articulation of ideas which will help the Iraqis decide on how to proceed.

********************************************************************

3. SESSION ONE: INTERNAL DYNAMICS AND THE PROSPECTS FOR DEMOCRATIC CHANGE

Topics for discussion

(1) Social change and democratisation: Are there pro-democracy social forces in Iraq today such as business, labour, mosque/church, NGOs, ethnic groups etc?

(2) The armed forces and prospects for democratic change.
3.1. CHAIRMAN: RUBAR S SANDI

US-Iraqi Business Council, Washington DC/ Iraq Institute for Democracy Representative in Washington.

As a member of the business community, Rubar Sandi described the need for economic and social development. Prosperity provides for financial stability, which in turn encourages and confirms the political system as a viable tool of influence and authority.  An important purpose of the democratic revival in Iraq must include assisting the entrepreneurial spirit by introducing a culture of business free of governmental pressure, and the limitations of special interests groups monopolies.

As each individual entrepreneur is committed to business ethics, a new social order will emerge in a pluralistic and competitive economic and political environment. True economic development is only possible in a system of law and order, where every one is treated equally.  

Social development occurs in a result-oriented environment automatically.  When all these principles are lived in a spirit of moderation, Iraq will express unity and peace, a sign of its maturity and the happiness of its people

3.2. DR MAHMOOD OSMAN

Independent Kurdish politician, London, UK.

Everybody is asking could the Kurds take part in a change operation without having more problems than they do now. Iraq is a danger – they want guarantees against Iraqi aggression during the change or after the change. Turkey and Iraq are dangerous, as they have declared openly that they will come into Kurdistan if there is a change operation. There should be guarantees for the Kurds against Iraqi aggression and against the entry of Iran and Turkey. 

The Kurds must have these guarantees because they cannot destroy everything they have gained, change the situation and make greater and greater sacrifices.

I hope there will be a real American commitment to a change. Since 1988 we have been thinking that the best way to bring about change would be to indict Saddam Hussein’s group. He is a big criminal: the mass graves speak for themselves, as do the crimes of using chemical weapons. But the Americans will not agree to this because unfortunately they are against the criminal court, which was approved in Rome.
3.3. DHIRGHAM JAWAD KADHIM

Iraqi National Accord

In his presentation, Societal Change and Democratisation, Dhirgham Kadhim said that democracy is well established in some parts of the world and becomes a living model for the people who are still living under the atrocities of totalitarian regimes. Therefore, we are not here to reinvent the wheel, but to make sure that the wheel in question is compatible with the chariot of our society. Ready solutions are always easy and available but they could be counter productive in the long run.

Tribes are one of the elements of the structure of Iraqi society, which may play a predominant part in the forthcoming changes in Iraq. Tribes in Iraq have been looked upon as extended families. Their traditions, their system of hierarchy and the strong bounds between them, give them a profoundly strong stand among the Iraqi people. Historically, the tribes of Iraq have played an important part in the politics of the country. Presently, they are fighting the dictatorship like any other sector of the Iraqi society. 

3.4. DR FUAD HUSSEIN

Middle East Bureau, Amsterdam.

In his paper The Role of the Opposition in the Process of Democratisation in Iraq, Dr Hussein described the new situation which has emerged since 1991. The power of the regime and its intelligence has been weakened. This gives the various opposition groups the opportunity to move easily, compared to the situation before the Second Gulf War of 1991. The most important change in this field is the existence of the safe haven since 1991, far away from the control of the Iraqi regime. In this area, under the power of the Kurdish parties in Iraqi Kurdistan, a variety of cultural, social, religious and political ideologies have emerged.

Although the new situation brought new challenges and many problems and conflicts among the parties, it was possible for the Kurds to found a system which is incomparable to that in Baghdad. The process of democratisation of any society, but especially societies in which fear and violence have become part of the culture, is an extremely difficult job, complicated by the fact that different regional powers are not very eager to have a democratic process in Kurdistan or in Iraq as a whole. 

If the Iraqi people get the chance to be free from the regime in Baghdad, they will easily be able to begin with the democratic process like the Kurds have done. Perhaps a better and more developed Kurdistan can function as a model for the future system of Iraq. 

On the other hand one can also argue that a sick society, such as the one in Iraq, which has neither a democratic culture nor democratic organisations, cannot start building an open system. A key role in Iraq for the Kurds means among other things that a system of coalition must emerge so that one can speak of a large representation of the Iraqi people but also about a stable, sustainable political system in Iraq.

3.5. GENERAL NAJIB AL SALIHI

* Iraqi Free Officers Movement (IFOM) Washington, USA

General Najib Al Salihi emphasised that the Iraqi army of the future cannot be an extension of the present army, which has been made into a tool of dictatorship. It will not be possible to rebuild the Iraqi nation and society on a foundation of democracy so long as the army is not prepared for or supportive of such a change. We must therefore work very hard to ensure that there will be strong cooperation between the army and the rest of society in order to create new political environment.

 * The IFOM is a democratic political movement with both military and civilian membership. It is part of the Iraqi opposition and it aims to topple and remove Saddam Hussein’s regime and build a new, democratic regime in Iraq.

3.6. SHEIKH MOHAMMED MOHAMMED ALI

Islamic Researcher/ Member of Iraqi National Congress (INC) Leadership Council.

In his paper Internal dynamics and the Prospects for Democratic Change in Iraq Sheikh Mohammed Mohammed Ali concluded that the Iraqi opposition needs to create a well-known body of thinking about a transition period and publicize it within Iraq, regionally, and internationally to establish a set of criteria and expectations for the transition.  
The most immediate problems for a new government will be distribution of food and medicine. The rationing system and other basic services must be continued using existing government organizations to prevent disruption. As a consequence, it will not be possible to dismantle the existing civil service. The dissolution of security organisations will create unemployment and discontent. 
The transition government should state immediately that it intends to behave in a manner that will ensure the living of sanctions.
Military establishments around the world have learned that to preserve credibility and professional integrity they must remove themselves from politics and Iraq must follow this example.
The Iraqi intellectuals and the opposition should have a “Declaration of Agreement” for the transitional period to democracy outlining their aims, goals and demands from the international community in general and the United States of America in particular, for the regime change in Iraq and the future of their country.
An Emergency plan is needed for the distribution of food and medicine distribution, security, the to determine the political agenda.

******************************************************************

4. SESSION TWO: CIVILIAN BASED RESISTANCE AND REGIME CHANGE IN IRAQ

Topics for discussion:

1) The record of non-violent conflict in bringing down a dictator

2) Developing a strategy for Iraqi civilian resistance

3) International assistance for civilian-based action in Iraq

4.1. STEVE YORK

Producer, Bringing Down a Dictator and A Force More Powerful, USA

(Steve York’s presentation was based on two documentaries which he produced: A Force More Powerful and Bringing Down a Dictator.  A Force More Powerful, a three-hour series, tells six of the great stories of non violent conflict - covering struggles in India, Denmark, the United States, Poland, South Africa and Chile - in which human rights, justice or democracy were achieved.  Bringing Down a Dictator, a one-hour program, focuses on the student-led non-violent campaign to oust Slobodan Milosevic as President of Serbia).
York concluded that the main message from the documentaries was that non-violent resistance has often worked. It is not just a matter of going out spontaneously into the street and protesting. Protest is one of 200 tactics that can be used in a strategy. 

He emphasised that a strategy is necessary. A bunch of protestors is not enough. There are dozens and dozens of techniques and methods but they have to based on some kind of long-term, over arching strategy.  The history of successful non-violent movements this century shows that when a strategy existed, and when it was followed, is often succeeded. In situations where there was no strategy the likelihood of failure was much higher.

4.2. JACK DUVALL

Author, A Force More Powerful: A Century of Non-violent Conflict

When a brutal ruler or regime can easily deal with physical acts of opposition that might easily be expressed, there were other methods available for expressing opposition and for organising resistance. This occurs when there is a different realisation about political power and how it can be manifested. No system, no rule is sustainable without the consent of a certain critical mass of the people. 

4.3. PETER ACKERMAN

Chair: International Centre for Non Violent Conflict, USA

Peter Ackerman began his presentation by refuting three common objections to non-violent resistance: the conceptual disconnect, the view a certain situation is unique and strategies that have worked in the past cannot be applied and the inability to see how the dictator falls and how to start non-violent resistance.

He concluded that non-violent resistance has come about in every country, in every decade in the last century and in every part of the world because people refused to live under autocracy and tyranny but they had no viable military option. Without the USA it is not clear whether Iraqis have a viable military option and it is up to them to seek other options.

Ackerman admitted that the potential for non-violent resistance could be over estimated – it has not worked in Burma. But the beginnings of non-violent resistance can be discussed: thinking strategically, involving wider and wider nets of people, using civil society as the glue for protest. No matter what scenario is laid out - whether the Americans come later or whether another form of resistance evolves - it will begin to erode the loyalties that Saddam is going to have to rely on if he is going to stay in power. When these loyalties go they will go so quickly and so decisively there will be no place for him to rest and he will be gone.

4.4. COL ROBERT HELVEY

US Army (Rtrd)

Colonel Helvey advocated a non-violent strategy for regime change in Iraq. He pointed out that, first, it produces an asymmetrical conflict environment where the Iraqi regime finds its military superiority of little value when confronted with a force that refuses to engage it. Secondly, it pits about 20 million people armed with the skills and knowledge of non-violent conflict against an army of less than one million.  Thirdly, a non-violent struggle strengthens civil society, the necessary ingredient for democracy. Fourth, a non-violent struggle permits the people to liberate themselves.  It is their struggle. They can take ownership of it. Finally, a carefully crafted non-violent strategy eliminates total dependence upon outside powers. Outside support remains very important, of course, but ownership of the struggle would belong to the people of Iraq.

*******************************************************************

5. SESSION THREE: IRAQI IDEOLOGICAL TRENDS AND DEMOCRACY

Topics for discussion

1. Populist Arab nationalism and democracy.

2. Leftism and democracy

3. Islamism and democracy

4. Re-installing democratic values:

a) The role of NGOs: how to interact, how to spread democratic culture as civic rights, tolerance, minority rights, women’s rights, freedom of press etc

b) Democracy building sessions by the Iraq Institute, Arbil

c) “Friends for Democracy-Iraq” sponsored by Iraq Institute, Iraqi Kudistan.

CHAIR: AMBASSADOR RICHARD D. KAUZLARICH (Rtrd)

United States Institute of Peace, Washington, USA

5.1. DR NAJMALDINE KARIM  

Washington Kurdish Institute, Washington
Dr Karim described the work of NGO’s in Iraqi Kurdistan. During the past decade, the people of Iraqi Kurdistan have been afforded an unprecedented opportunity to develop institutions of civil society free from the totalitarian grip of the Iraqi regime.  Following the mass exodus and humanitarian crisis of the Gulf War, international NGOs helped Kurds develop a better appreciation of the role of NGOs in civil society.  International NGOs fostered a wide range of local NGOs, which continue to operate after the former were withdrawn.

Dr Karim also pointed out that Iraqi regimes have always been highly centralized, with state organs controlling virtually all social, political and economic structures.  Concepts of looking beyond the state to address community needs remain unfamiliar, and no organization under the Ba'athist regime can operate without direct government sponsorship.

5.2. PETER SLUGLETT

Middle Eastern History, History Department, University of Utah, Salt Lake City

In the conclusion to his paper: Pan Arab Nationalism, Peter Sluglett described the political formations which would help to construct the kind of free and democratic Iraq that we all so dearly wish to see? While in principle he supported the notion of free association, elections would take a long time. The Government of National Unity will be essentially technocratic, trying to put a programme of reconstruction together, for which it will require huge amounts of international aid. Fortunately, unlike Afghanistan, Iraq has the means to pay for a good deal of this. 

The Ba‘th will have a great deal to contribute to the reconstruction of Iraq, although the task of national reconciliation is an extremely high priority. So many people have been killed, so many people brutalised into doing the killing – often, we can expect, to save their own lives. So   the growth, not of nationalism, but of patriotism, the sense of Iraqis, together, whether Sunni or Shi‘i, Kurd or Arab, attempting to create a new national loyalty, to, preferably, a kind of federal united states of Iraq should be encouraged.  This sounds very much like wishful thinking, and the road ahead, though paved with good intentions, is not going to be a very smooth one. But strong states cohere together because of the voluntary association of the citizens in a series of common purposes – weak states are weak because they are held together by force rather than by consent.

Sluglett advocated the creation of a new kind of Iraqi nationalism, guided and strengthened by the restoration of democracy, civil liberty, and the rule of law.

5.3. DR AZIZ TALIB ALHAMDANI

International Forum of Islamic Dialogue, USA

Dr Al Hamdani compared and contrasted Islamic concepts and the key concepts in Western democracies. He pointed out that Islamic activists could react negatively to ideas associated with democracy such as capitalism (the free market economy) and globalism. 

Democracy is a process of political decision making which emphasises equality, freedom of expression, the rule of law and gives individuals political rights. Comparable Islamic concepts are baya (the oath of allegiance given to the ruler and shurah (parliament).

5.4. DR FALEH A JABER

Iraq Institute for Democracy, Arbil, Iraqi Kurdistan

Dr Jaber described democracy-building sessions held in Iraqi Kurdistan earlier this year under the auspices of the Iraq Institute for Democracy which were sponsored by the National Endowment for Democracy. 

The programme was at the level of MA students and adapted to meet the requirements and level of thinking of an average intellectual in Kurdistan. A historical perspective was adopted starting with Athens. The English Revolution, nation states in the Middle Ages, the ideas of Adam Smith, the French Revolution and theories and concepts of civil society were among the topics discussed. Contemporary Kurdish society was also examined.

The programme was affected by the segmentary nature of Kurdish society, the strength and depth of tribal and kinship networks, the rise of the new business class which is strongly linked to political elites and segmentation along ideological lines.

Jaber emphasised that the level of interaction was so high. “I felt there is a big sponge that is dry under a heated sun. A sponge as big as the Ritz Hotel and just throwing a few buckets of water is not enough”.

*******************************************************************

6. SESSION FOUR KURDISTAN AS A MODEL FOR IRAQ
Topics for discussion

1) The democratic experience in Kurdistan: limitations and prospects

2) The impact of the Kurdish experience on the Arab part of Iraq

3) Ethnic communities: Turkomen, Assyrians, Chaldeans and Yezidies/ their involvement in spreading and implementing democratic change

6.1. CHAIR: RT HON TOM CLARKE

Member of the British Parliament, London UK, Chairman All Party British- Northern Ireland Kurdish Group.

Tom Clarke described his visit to Iraqi Kurdistan in 1994 when he was Shadow Minister of International Development. He returned in 1998 as Minister of Tourism and Film and found a tremendous transformation in roads, housing, education and health. “It was a tremendous inspiration and a good example of ‘best practice’ to the rest of the world of what can be achieved if people put their minds to it”.

A few months ago the All Party British-Northern Ireland Kurdish Group was set up. Tom Clarke extended the best wishes of the British parliament to the Kurds: “We watch with interest and concern, but also with affection the progress that you have made, taking your decisions, implementing your decisions, exercising democracy in your way”.

6.2. AMBASSADOR BERNARD DORIN (Rtrd)

Paris, France

Ambassador Dorin, who helped to broker an agreement between the KDP and PUK in 1994, said that Anglo-American efforts to protect the Kurds through Operation Provide Comfort were neither sufficient nor appropriate, as they did not guarantee the safety of the civilian population. Protection of the 36th parallel (the northern no-fly zone) left half of the territory of Iraqi Kurdistan unprotected. 

There is a need for international guarantees for the Kurdish autonomous region for which fixed borders have to be established.

6.3. H.E. DR MOHAMMED SULEIVANI

Minister for Human Rights, Regional Government of Iraqi Kurdistan

HE Mohammed Suleivani described human rights education programmes and the setting up of a Ministry of Human Rights in Iraqi Kurdistan a region that has experienced war, campaigns of genocide, ethnic cleansing, attacks with chemical and biological weapons and the deliberate destruction of 80 percent of its villages.

In this atmosphere the concept of respect for human rights has been virtually impossible. However in the past ten years the region has begun a democratic experiment that has created the right climate to take action. This occurred mainly after the 1992 free elections.

In 2001 the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) created the Ministry of Human Rights to educate the people about their rights, promote a climate conducive to respect for human rights, working with governmental and non-governmental institutions to help them introduce practices that respect human rights and gathering information about human rights abuses that have taken place in the region even before 1991.

Human rights education is also taking place at primary school level, the police and security personnel have been trained in human rights principles and the media is encouraged to play a role in strengthening respect for human rights.

6.4. KAREN DABROWSKA

Journalist, Author: Iraq – The Bradt Travel Guide

Karen Dabrowska described what democracy means for tourism. “For tourists thinking of travelling to Iraq democracy means being able to fly into Baghdad International Airport, (not Saddam International Airport), it means being able to get a tourist visa as an individual and not be forced to travel as a group on a group visa with a tour company approved by the Iraqi regime. It means sending an email to friends from an internet café on the banks of the Tigris – they might actually be called masgouf cafes. It means being able to get bottled water which is safe to drink. And it means driving on the back roads and having a picnic off the beat and track without anyone telling you can’t stop there. And when its time to leave Iraq, democracy means being able to take a ferry across the Shatt al Arab to Iran, just as in Europe we can take a ferry to France or being able to drive across the border to Kuwait, just as we drive across the border from France to Germany”.

6.5. ROMMEL ELIAH

Assyrian Democratic Movement, Illinois, USA

Rommel Eliah described the suffering of the Iraqi people under Saddam Hussein’s regime. He said that the present policy of sanctions has been exhausted and it is time to implement a new policy that alleviates human suffering and weakens the support base of the dictatorial regime.

Since the national uprising in 1991 the Kurdistan Regional Government has made significant changes.  Even though there are still problems in some areas and small scale conflicts, relations between the Kurdish majority with the Assyrian Caldeans are getting better. Assyrian Caldeans are officially recognised as an indigenous people of Iraq and offered representation in parliament and government. Of the 105 seats constituting the first parliament in the region, five seats were allocated for the Caldean Assyrians in recognition of their national and ethnic specificity.

The Assyrian Democratic Movement believes that the replacement of the current dictatorial regime in Iraq with a democratic and constitutional one should guarantee the political and social rights of all people in Iraq, its nationalities and ethnic groups. The best way to guarantee these rights is through their inclusion in the new constitution of Iraq. 
The leaders of Iraqi opposition groups should establish a vision for the future of Iraq and determine the strategy for getting there. The Iraqi people will still suffer unless the Iraqi opposition groups become more engaged to convince the United Nations Security Council members to change their plans and policies towards the dictatorial regime in Baghdad. This can be a prelude to change in Iraq. 

6.6. DR ALI IHSAN AL-NAQIB

Independent Turkmen politician, USA

Dr Al-Naqib described how, after the establishment of the safe haven in Iraqi Kurdistan, the Turkmen people of Iraq, formed numerous political, educational and media-related organisations. These were looted by Iraqi troops when they invaded the safe-haven in 1996. The most prominent members of the Turkmen community were detained and many were executed.

The Turkmen people hope the problems they had with the Kurds in 1998 and 2000 are a thing of the past. There is no democracy unless all the segments of Iraqi society are building the country together.

*******************************************************************

7. SESSION FIVE: REGIONAL DYNAMICS AND GLOBAL DIMENSIONS

Topics for discussion:

1. Democratisation in the neighbourhood (Turkey, Iran and Arab countries): the impact on Iraq.
2.  Integration of Iraq with the Mediterranean region and Europe.
3. World powers and the democratisation of Iraq.
7.1. CHAIR:  BARONESS EMMA NICHOLSON OF WINTERBOURNE

Member of the European Parliament

Baroness Nicholson described the European Parliament’s latest resolution which vehemently criticised the Iraqi regime.

“We put in there a powerful position statement and we have declared our hand. There is no mini mild thinking in this resolution. We are very clear about what we want to happen and very clear about how we want it to be carried out. We want a democratic, secure and prosperous future for Iraq and her people. That for us is the bottom line. We want Iraq to be free, prosperous and as democratic as it can be and we also want full recognition of the human rights of every single person who is inside Iraq. We also want to full co-operation again with the international community.

7.2. PROF CHARLES G. MACDONALD

International Relations, Florida International University, USA

In his presentation, professor MacDonald spoke about the influence of Iraq’s neighbours - Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Syria – on democratic change in the country. He concluded it is especially important for democratic forces to be encouraged throughout the region. Hypocrisy must be avoided because the Middle East can be very harsh on hypocrisy.  The global influences, the United States and others, should be therefore be encouraged to support democratic forces and the USA should not hesitate to discourage anti democratic acts, even among its friends.

7.3. DR RADWAN A.MASMOUDI

Executive Director Center for the Study of Islam & Democracy, Burtonsville, USA

Dr Masmoudi ‘s presentation focused on three suggestions for the West in general and America in particular if Iraq is to be liberated: 

1) Be Consistent:  Promote democracy throughout the Region:  We cannot promote democracy in Iraq, while we turn a blind eye to other dictators and oppressive regimes.   

2) Support the Iraqi Opposition:  An assault on the Iraqi regime or on Saddam Hussein himself right now would be very counter-productive because it will increase his popularity and legitimacy, not only in Iraq but throughout the Arab world.  The Iraqi people are sick and tired of this regime and if we provide them with real and meaningful support, they will move quickly and forcefully to remove this regime and install a democratic regime in its place.

3)  End the Conflict in the Middle East:  This war, especially in the last year and a half, has become a big liability to US interests in the region, and in the whole world, and a big liability to the cause of peace and justice and democracy in the region.  President Bush has had the courage to speak openly and publicly - I think for the first time - of a Palestinian State, but he must follow up on his promise

7.4. GRAHAM FULLER

Independent Writer, Washington, USA

Graham Fuller began his presentation by saying that democracy and federalism is the only future possible for Iraq. A temporary authority would be needed to keep law and order after the collapse of Saddam Hussein’s regime.

Fuller than analysed the role of the USA and regional states in regime change. He emphasised that the USA would not be able to deal militarily with Iraq until the Arab-Israeli conflict was resolved. There is no tolerance in the Gulf, perhaps with the exception of Kuwait, for any American military adventure as long as Palestine is in flames.

So far the Iranian regime has viewed the threat from Washington to the regime of the mullahs as far greater than the threat from Saddam Hussein now in a weakened position. Therefore Iran has been very hesitant in co-operating with the USA on issues of changing the regime in Iraq, if it simply means that a pro-Western, anti-Iranian regime will emerge.

The Saudis are nervous about the spread of democratic regimes in the region but they now have to recognise that this is coming and they seem reluctantly willing to go along with other experiments in the area including even Bahrain.

If Turkey moves to solve its own Kurdish situation and Iraq is a federal state Turkey could probably comfortably work with Iraq and perhaps move closer to it and have much more important relations.

Fuller concluded that if the American administration limits itself to essentially a military involvement then leaves it to others to work on the peace it will not be helpful.

Iraq would not cease to have interests in Arab problems. As a result it may not be as fully supportive of an American agenda in all respects Washington might like it to be.  Washington will have to be realistic about the character of a future democratic Iraqi regime. It will be vigorous and it will be a serious player in the broader problems of the Arab region.

*******************************************************************

8. SESSION SIX: DISCUSSION OF SCENARIOS AND CONCLUSIONS

In this session, open debate should lead to scenarios for democratic change in Iraq by: considering the potential of pre-democracy social forces on domestic and regional levels; and on exploring the ways and means through which global forces may enhance the positive prospects of democratisation in Iraq.

CHAIR: DR LAITH KUBBA

8.1. KEIKO SAKAI

Institute of Developing Economies, Chiba, Japan.

Keiko Sakai described how Japan had to wait for the American occupation, after two nuclear bombs were dropped on the country, for the end of an extremely totalitarian regime. The democracy forced on the country after WWII worked.

8.2. ALKIS  DIAMANTOPOULOS

European Commission, Europe Aid, Brussels, Belgium

Aliks Diamantopoulos described how he was trying to make the European Union’s human rights instruments more Arab friendly.

He emphasised that the development of civil society is crucial to the region’s future and vital in ensuring stability, security and prosperity. Without the development of civil society and democracy the Arab region could embark on a dangerous course.

8.3. ARWA HASSAN

Transparency International, Berlin, Germany

Arwa Hassan pointed out that one of greatest stumbling blocs to development, not only in the Arab world but everywhere, is corruption. Corruption is extremely damaging because it deprives people who should really be receiving benefits. It diverts funds into the pockets of the elites, completely thwarts the market and makes development impossible.

Transparency International has 35 – 80 international chapters around the world, focus on the national integrity of the country. With regard to a post Saddam Iraq and the burgeoning democracy in Iraq an integrity system is a crucial concept.

8.4. H.E. YONAN HOZAYA

Minister of Industry, Regional Government of Iraqi Kurdistan, Arbil.

At this seminar we heard different ideas about democracy from various experts, Iraqis and non-Iraqis.

It is time to step forward and practice of what we understand of democracy. We have not only to think of the future of Iraq, but also to implement instruments of democracy and peace at certain levels which we have agreed upon.
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